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SC ruling on state minerals
tax could impact govt oil cos

Dues From Crude Extraction Over ¥4,500Cr, Assam Tells Court

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Decision of Su-
preme Court’s nine-judge
Constitution bench on
states’ legislative compe-
tence to levy tax on mineral-
producingland could impact
central oil companies, as As-
sam, one of the three major
inland crude and natural gas
producing states, has told
court that state tax due from
crude extraction runs to
more than Rs 4,500 crore till
July 31, 2022.

Prior to commencement
of hearing before a bench of
CJI D Y Chandrachud and
Justices Hrishikesh Roy, A S
Oka, B V Nagarathna, J B
Pardiwala, Manoj Misra, Uj-
jal Bhuyan, Satish C Mishra
and Augustine G Masih, As-
sam govt had tendered a
statement indicating dues
both towards tax and inter-
est under Assam Taxation
(On Specified Lands) Act
1990 asamended in 2004.

Assam had said that the
principal tax amount be-
tween Aug 2007 and March
2022 was Rs 1,454 crore and
interest, computed at the
rate of 2% per month, stood
at Rs 3,068 crore. The total
outstanding payable to state
by oilcompanies wasRs 4,522
croreasonJuly 31, 2022.

While western and east-
ern offshore facilities ac-
count for nearly 50% of In-

While western and eastern offshore facrlrtres account for 50% of crude
production, Rajasthan, Gujarat and Assam account for nearly the rest

dia’scrudeproduction,three
states — Rajasthan, Gujarat
and Assam — account for al-
most all of the balance.

Appearing for Odisha
and Jharkhand, latter hav-
ing a demand of Rs 10,558
crore as tax on mineral bear-
ingland, senior advocate Ra-
kesh Dwivedi with advocate
Sansriti Pathak told the
bench that Entry 49 of ListII
empowered states to levy tax
on lands and buildings, sub-
jecttoprovisions of Entry 50
in List IT, which enabled Par-
liament to impose limita-
tions on taxes on mineral
rights.

Dwivedi said PM Naren-
dra Modi’s pet slogan of
“double-engine govt” must
translatetofiscally empower
states under the federal
scheme of governance man-

dated by the Constitution.
Solicitor general Tushar
Mehta said, “The Constitu-
tion provides for two Lists,
onefor Parliament to legisla-
te and the other for Assem-
blies, clear evidence of coop-
erative federalism. The Cen-
treistaskedtoensureoverall
development of the country;,
irrespective of how mineral-
ly enriched or poor a state
is.”

CJI Chandrachud said
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) has taken cooperative
federalism to a different lev-
el. “Butitisthe duty of court
to ensure that states’ taxa-
tion power is not whittled
down even though in our fed-
eral scheme of governance,
power balance leans slightly
towards the Centre,” he said.

Dwivedi said imposition

While western and
eastern offshore
facilities account for
nearly 50% of India’s
crude production, three
states — Rajasthan,
Gujarat and Assam —
account for almost all of
the balance

of tax on mineral-bearing
land may increase price of
minerals but that is no
ground to deny states their
righttolegitimately exercise
powers conferred upon them
by the Constitution under
thefederal structure.

For a special area devel-
opment authority in UP, se-
nior advocate Vijay Hansa-
ria argued that Mines and
Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act is a legisla-
tion only to provide for “de-
velopment and regulation of
mines and minerals” and
does not deal with taxation.
Hence, states were free to
levy tax on mineral bearing
land.

Appearing for Andhra
Pradesh, senior advocate S
Niranjan Reddy said the
Union’s power to impose lim-
itations on state’s power to
tax mineral bearing land
cannot be construed to mean
thatonly the central govthad
powertolevycessonmineral
rights.

Any agency
can arrest

Shahjahan,

says CalHC

raj.

cial investigation

toarrest Shahjahan”.
A division bench of Chief

Justice Hiranmay Bhattach-

aryya did not agree with state :
i drive developmentacrossthe
ta’s argument that HC’s Feb 7 :
order staying investigations :
in Jan 5 FIRs prevented state :
police from arresting Shahja- :
han. HC said there were old :
cases against Shahjahan in :
which he had not only been :
chargesheeted by policeasan :
¢ fects of concentration of
! mineral resources in a few

advocate general Kishore Dat-

accused but shown to be ab-
sconding. TNN

Plea against Teele Wali Masjid nixed

Uniform levy of royalty
levels playing field: Centre

; PContmued from P1

Kolkata: Calcutta HC on :
Wednesday said an elected :
public representative could :
not be permitted to evade law :
and it would be open to any :
agency — state police, CBI or :
ED—toarrest Sheikh Shahja- :
han, accused in Sandeshkhali :
case, reports Subrata Chatto- :
¢ in Karnataka, Odisha (these
HC reiterated that its Feb :
7order only stayed formation :
of aCBl-statepolicejointspe- :
team :
(SIT) and should not be inter- :
preted “to be an impediment :
i 96% of chromite resources in
¢ Odisha; and, 84 % of tungsten
Justice TS Sivagnanam and :
! Karnataka, Rajasthan & AP.

important mineral re-

serves: iron orereserves in
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Odisha (accounts for more
than 50% of production an-
nually), and Karnataka; 82%
of manganese ore are found

It gave a detailed spread of

two states accounting for 59 %
of total mineral reserve),
Madhya Pradesh and Maha-
rashtra; 73% of bauxite con-
centrated in AndhraPradesh,
Odisha and Chhattisgarh;

reserves are concentrated in

The ministry said, “To
nation in a streamlined and
equitable manner, availabili-
ty of mineral-based raw ma-
terials (including iron ore
and steel) across the country
at competitive prices is es-
sential, which involves legis-
latively addressing the ef-

states.”

“Mines and Minerals (De-
velopment and Regulation)
Act, 1957, was enacted by Par-
liament in public interest to
place regulation and develop-
ment of major minerals with-
in Union’s control. Under
MMRDA, Union has the pow-
er coupled with the duty toad-
vance the national public in-
terest by ensuring harmo-
nised mineral development
(and consequent economic
development) across the na-
tion, rather than creating lo-
calised pockets of mineral re-
source driven growth,” it
said.

A non-harmonised fiscal
regime, varying from state to
state, would force states not
richly endowed with mineral
wealth to procure raw mate-
rial at higher prices from
mineral-rich states which
will put the latter category of
states at a significant eco-
nomic advantage that would
come at the cost of national
interest in maximising eco-
nomic development for all
from the nation’s mineral

wealth, it said.

“Auniformlevy of royalty
prescribed by the Union un-
der MMRDA levels the play-
ing field, thereby promoting
domestic industry across the
nation in a manner which is
equitable, while at the same
time ensuringrevenue gener-
ation for the states,” the min-
istry said.

It said the royalty is fixed
keeping in view internation-
al price of minerals so as to
keep the cost of these and the
finished product using such
minerals competitive in the
international market to boost
exportsand shrink trade defi-
cit.

“Ensuring that the power
toimposefiscallevieson min-
erals is reserved for the cen-
tral government is therefore
fundamental to ensuring rap-
id and flexible responses at
national level to internation-
aldevelopments in the miner-
al markets. This national im-
perative cannot be permitted
to be stultified or distorted by
anoverlay of statelevies,” the
Centresaid. TNN
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Lucknow: A district court in Luck-
now rejected on Wednesday a revi-
sion petition filed by the Muslim side
against a civil judge order whereby
hehaddecided, on Sep6, 2023, to hear
civilsuitin Teele Wali Masjid case af-
terrejectingplea thatthe suitcannot
be heard on grounds of non-main-
tainability.

The civil suit was filed in 2013 by
Lord Sheshnagesh Teeleshwar Ma-
hadev Virajman through friend Dr
VK Srivastava, contending that dur-
ing Mughal emperor Aurangzeb’s
reign, a Hindu religious structure,
Laxman Teela, was demolished to
make way for Teele Wali mosque,
and, therefore, theoriginal Hindure-
ligious structure must be restored at
thesite.

RFP For Onboarding a System Integrator
to Migrate Enterprise Data Warehouse on

to Major Cloud Service provider solutions

IDBI Bank invites sealed proposals from eligible bidders
for the above RFP. Please visit Bank’s website
https:/iwww.idbibank.in (Notices & Tenders)for details.

Note: Any further Addenda/Corrigenda/Extension of dates/
Clarifications / Responses to bidders’ queries in respect of
the above RFP shall be posted only on Bank’s website and
no separate notification shall be issued in the newspapers.

Centre eyes bumper wheat
crop, 23% hike in procurement

Dipak.Dash
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Govt on Wednesday
estimated wheat procurement to
be around 300-320 lakh tonne dur-
ing the rabi marketing season,
starting March 1, amid projection
of abumper winter crop this year.
This will be around 23 % more that
the quantity procured last year
and will beenough tomeetthefood
security requirement and for fu-
ture market interventions.
TOIlearnt that food ministry
estimated procurement after
long deliberations with state
food secretaries on Wednesday.
Govt also estimated wheat pro-
duction to be around 1,110 lakh
tonne this year, slightly lower
than last estimate. “We will keep
reviewingthe progressregularly
with states. Additional procure-
ment centres will be opened in

FIELD REPORT

Govt wheat procurement & open market sale (in lakh tonnes)

Procurement

2019-20 341 36
2020-21 390 25
2021-22 433 70
2022-23 188 33
2023-24 262 94
2025-26 300-320° NA

market sale |
i

*Estimated procurement

states like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar
and Rajasthan tobuy more wheat
atMSP from farmers,” an official
said.

The increase in wheat procure-
ment will bolster stock of Food
Corporation of India (FCI), which
has plummeted to an eight year

low of around 100 lakh tonne be-
cause of less procurement during
past two years because of afall in
production. Sources said two ma-
jor wheat producing states — Pun-
jaband MP — are estimated to pro-
cure around 130 lakh tonne and 80
lakh tonne respectively.

PM Modi slams DMK rocket
advertisement Wlth Chinese flag

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: PM Narendra Modi ac-
cused Tamil Nadu’s governing
party DMK on Wednesday of ne-
glecting India’s achievements in
the space sector after an advertise-
ment placed by a state minister in
alocal newspaper showed arocket
with a Chinese flag on its nose
cone.

“DMK isapartythatdoesn’tdo
much work, but is always ready to
take false credit. We all know that
DMK tries to take credit for our
schemes. This time, they’ve cross-
edalllimits,” hesaid, addressinga
public gatheringin Tirunelveli.

His remarks followed his par-
ticipation in the foundation stone-
laying ceremony for a new space

PM Modi with K Annamalai in Tiru-
nelveli on Wednesday

vehicle launch complex at Kula-
sekarapattinam in Tuticorin dis-
trict. “DMK’s advertisement to-
day is hilarious. They have insult-
ed Indian science and Indian
space sector, for which they must
apologise,” the PM tweeted later.

State  fisheries  minister
Anitha Radhakrishnan, who rep-
resents Tiruchendur constituen-
cy where the space complex is
coming up, had placed the adver-
tisement on the event. It showed
images of Modiand CM MK Stalin
againstabackdrop of rockets. One
of the rockets prominently dis-
played a Chineseflag, while others
featured Chinese lettering. Rad-
hakrishnan could not be reached
for comment.

DMK MP Kanimozhi Karuna-
nidhi attributed the mistake to art-
istresponsiblefor artwork. Shealso
referenced Modi’s 2019 meeting
with Chinese premier XiJinping in
Mahabalipuram. ‘And, moreover,
Chinawasnotdeclared ourenemy;,”
shesaid.

BJP likely to field Shivraj,
Scindia for LS elections

» Continued from P1

meetings with leaders from

UP and other states. Besides,
central office-bearers have com-
pleted the review of states the
party expects decent pickings
from.

The review, an exercise com-
prising on-the-spot assessment,
feedback from local units and
findings of surveys commis-
sioned by the party, involved
weighing the prospects of win-
ners from last round against
strengths of potential replace-
ments.

Core group members from
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Guj-
arat, Delhi, Goa, Tripura, Aruna-
chal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Harya-
na, Andaman & Nicobar Islands,
Jammu & Kashmir, Assam, Utta-
rakhand, Dadra and Nagar Have-
1i, and Daman and Diu had brain-
storming sessions with Shah,
Nadda and general secretary (or-
ganisation) BL Santhosh.

BJP recently held ‘informal’

Sources said former MP CM
Shivraj Singh Chouhan, who was
present in the meeting to review
probables for his state, is among
the likely candidates from a
prominent seat. Besides, Union
minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
andsenior party member Kailash
Vijayvargiya could also be field-
ed.

Sources said election commit-
tee of Delhi BJP has submitted a
list of 25-30 probables to the na-
tional leadership for the seven
seats in the capital.

The names of foreign minis-
ter S Jaishankar, housing and ur-
ban affairs minister Hardeep
Singh Puri and late leader Sush-
ma Swaraj’s daughter Bansuri
were among the probables for the
New Delhi seat apart from sitting
MP Meenakshi Lekhi, a senior
Delhi BJP official said. “The list
of probables was discussed in a
meeting of national leaders, in-
cluding Nadda, Shah and state
president Virendra Sachdeva, at
the party headquarters,” he said.

Rejecting Senthil’s
bail, HC asks PMLA
to fastrack trial

Chennai: Madras HC on Wednes-
day denied bail to former Tamil
Nadu minister V Senthil Balaji,
who was arrested by Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) on June 14,
2023, on charges of money-laun-
dering, reports SureshkumarK.

Justice N Anand Venkatesh
directed special court for cases
under PMLA to complete the trial
inthree months.

Asserting that the former
minister remained
and apprehension still subsisted
that he would tamper with evi-
dence and influence witnesses,
thejudgesaid: “The petitionerre-
signed from the post of minister
without a portfolio just one day
prior to hearing of this bail pet-
ition.”

The fact that the petitioner
continuedtoholdthepositionasa
minister for nearly eight months
after hisarrest, thattoo withouta
portfolio, when he was inside the
jail, shows the tremendous influ-
ence of the petitioner and the im-
portance that is given to him by
the state govt, the judge said.

Bidders are therefore requested to regularly visit Bank’s
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Pillar No: 235, PVNR Expressway, SVPNPA Post, Hyderabad-500 052
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NFDB/Division XI (Administration)/Engagement of M&E Expert/Assistant/2020-2021 Date:28-02-2024

WALK IN INTERVIEW NOTIFICATION

Walk-in-Interview will be held at 9:30 AM on date(s) mentioned below for engaging
Monitoring & Evaluation Expert and Monitoring Assistant on contractual basis at National
Fisheries Development Board (NFDB), Rajendranagar, Hyderabad and Department of
Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, New Delhi.

Sl. Division Name of the |No. of| Place of Date of
No. Position |Posts Posting Walk-in Interview
1 Monitoring & 01 08.03.2024
Evaluation Expert NFDB,
1 — Hyderabad
2 Monitoring 02
PMU- Assistant
—1 FIDF
Department of Fisheries,
3 Monitoring Ministry of Fisheries,
Assistant 01 | Animal Husbandry and
Dairying, New Delhi

For details/eligibility criteria for the post and application proforma; please visit NFDB's
website i.e. http://nfdb.gov.in.

(Sd/-)
Senior Executive (F&A)

Form Il
(Form of Public Notice)

PACHORA POWER TRANSMISSION LIMITED

1.

2 nd Floor, Novus Tower

Plot No. 18, Sector-18 Gurugram, Haryana-122015

NOTICE

(Under sub-section (2) of Section 15 of the Electricity Act, 2003)
PACHORA POWER TRANSMISSION LTD., havingits Registered Office at CORE-4,
SCOPE COMPLEX, 7, LODHI ROAD, DELHI, SOUTH DELHI, DELHI, INDIA, 110003,
whichisincorporatedunderthe Companies Act,2013, hasmade an application before
the Central Electricity Regulatory Commission, New Delhi under sub-section (1) of
Section 15 of the Electricity Act, 2003 for grant of transmission license in respect of the
transmission lines, sub-stations and other assets, the details of which are given:

website to keep updated themselvesinthisregard.

M.P. PASCHIM KSHETRA VIDYUT
VITARAN COMPANY LIMITED

(A Wholly owned Govt. of M.P. Undertaking)

Registered & Corporate office : GPH Compound, Pologround, Indore-452003 (M.P)
CIN : U40109MP2002SGC015121, Web. : www.mpwz.co.in, E-mail : cgmhrwz@gmail.com
Ph. No. : 0731-2426354, Fax No. : 0731-2423300
No. MD/WZ/01/HR/2024/3250 Indore, Date : 28.02.2024

RECRUITMENT FOR THE POST OF ASSISTANT
ENGINEER (ELECTRICAL) ON CONTRACT BASIS

Madhya Pradesh Paschim Kshetra Vidyut Vitaran Co. Ltd. Indore, is
the successor company of M.P. State Electricity Board that has been
incorporated to undertake activities of distribution and retail supply of
electricity in the jurisdiction of Indore & Ujjain commissionaries

The company intends to recruit Assistant Engineer (Electrical) on
Contract Basis in the Company on the basis of valid GATE score merit
as on date of advertisement and invites online applications from the
eligible candidates.

Further details regarding vacant positions, minimum qualification,
age limit, application fees and other details are available in detailed
advertisement on company’s website www.mpwz.co.in. The
application can be submitted online through the link provided on
Company’s website only from 06.03.2024 to 05.04.2024. The application
through any other channel will not be accepted.

M.P. Madhyam/114028/2024 CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER (HR&A)
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Place: Gurugram
Date: 27.02.2024

Sl. [ Nameoftheline/ | Line Estimated Commissioning| Estimated
No. | Sub-station length Completion Cost | Schedule cost by
(location) Capacity or Levelised CTUIL
Transmission
Charges (If
applicantis selected
inaccordance
withguidelines for
competitive
bidding)
Transmission Line
1. | Pachora 60.461 Kms, Rs. 540
PS-Ujjan 400kV D/C crore
(MPPTCL) Line (Price level,
400 kV D/c 2022)
line (Quad
ACSR/AAAC
/ AL59 Moose
equivalent)
Sub-Stations
2. | 400/ 220 kV, a) 400/220
3x500 MVAICT | kV, 500
augmentation MVAICT
(4th, 5th & 6th) | bays 3Nos levelized 24 months
Pachora PS b) 400 kV ICT | transmission from the
District of MP bays 3 Nos Charges being Effective
c) 220 kV ICT [INR 419.74 million Date'
3 Nos per year
d) 400 kV line
bays 2 Nos
e) 220 kV line
bays 4 Nos
f) 400 kV Bus
Sectionaliser
-1 set
g) 220 kV Bus
Sectionaliser
" N -1 set
influential h) 220 kV TBC
bay -1 No
i)220kVBC
bay-1No
3. | 2no.of400kV a) 400kV line
line bays at Ujjain bays-2
(MPPTCL) for Nos
Pachora — Ujjain
400kV D/cline
The application can also be inspected at the office of the Company at 2nd Floor, Novus
Tower Plot No. 18, Sector-18 Gurugram, Haryana-122015 with Mr. Vivek Pratap Singh
or Office of the Commissionin accordance with the procedure specified by the
Commission.
3.  Objections or suggestions, if any, be filed before the Secretary, Central Electricity

Regulatory Commission, 3" & 4" Floor, Chanderlok Building, 36, Janpath, New
Delhi- 11000, with a copy of the objection(s)/suggestion(s) to the applicant or its
authorizedagent, within 30 days of thepublication of the notice.

Vivek Pratap Singh
Assistant General Manager

smeei

...... k: ANNA UNIVERSITY

SARDAR PATEL ROAD, CHENNAI - 600 025.

NOTIFICATION FOR RECRUITMENT OF ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
IN CERTAIN UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENTS & CENTRES
Notification No.001/RC/UD-FR/PR10&20/2024, dated: 23.2.2024

Applications are invited only through online mode, from Indian
Nationals possessing excellent academic background and commitment
to quality in teaching and research, for the vacant positions of Assistant
Professor in certain University Departments & Centres of Anna University.
For more details please visit the University website www.annauniv.edu.
Important Dates

05.03.2024 (10.00 Hrs IST)
29.02.2024

Date of Online Registration commencement
Date of Possession of Qualification,
Experience and other requirements

Last Date for Submission of online
application

Last Date for receipt of hardcopy of online
application

DIPR/217/Display/2024

"7#5 [ &1~/ 8 Punjab State Power Corporation Limited

(Regd. Office : PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001)
Corporate Identity Number : U40109PB2010SGC033813
Website : www.pspcl.in (Contact number 96461 47777)

TENDER ENQUIRY No TSQ-1147 / RDSS

Dy. CE/TL (Design), PSPCL, Patiala invites E-tender for
7 Nos. Packages under RDSS on Full Turnkey Basis work
related to 66kV Sub-Stations and 66kV transmission lines,
as per PSPCL Specification No. TSQ-1147 / RDSS. For
detailed NIT and Bidding Document, please refer to
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 28.02.2024 (11.00 AM
onwards).
Note : Corrigendum and addendum, if any will be published

online at https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
C 170/24, DPR/Pb. : 76155/12/2763/2023/32974

01.04.2024 (17.30 Hrs IST)

05.04.2024 (17.30 Hrs IST)
REGISTRAR

gl THE INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS OF INDIA

[Set up by an Act of Parliament]
ICAI Bhawan, Indraprastha Marg, New Delhi-110002

Notice Inviting Tender

Empanelment of Service Providers for production
of highly engaging advanced video content for
Self-paced Online Modules of CA Course
ICAI invites unconditional and sealed proposals from reputed
and experienced Service Providers for empanelment for
production of highly engaging advanced video content for
Self-paced Online Modules of CA Course. The last date for
submission of the sealed bids is 21* March 2024 up to 05.00
P.M. The tender document along with detailed terms and

conditions is available at ICAI's website www.icai.org.
Secretary, ICAI




